
 

Forward FAQs

What are the age limits on par�cipants?

Teams must be formed of young people from either the scout or guide sec�ons, we have no fixed age limits

due to the differences between organisa�onal policies.  For scou�ng this imposes a limit of age 10 to 14.5

depending on the age you move on your scouts. For guiding the minimum age is 10 and young people are able

to  stay  un�l  they  are  ready  to  move.  Explorers  and  Senior  Sec�on  may  be  interested  in  our  Marathon

Challenge in November. 

Does my team have to be chaperoned?

We ask that you use your experience as a leader to determine if the team requires chaperoning or is able to

compete without. Teams are required to keep in contact with us throughout via staff they meet on the walk or

via phone, repor�ng their loca�on. Due to the number of teams we have to manage, please note teams that

have gone significantly or frequently ‘off-route’ may be brought back early without comple�ng the challenge. 

What am I expected to do as a chaperone?

The chaperone should accompany the team around the hike, keeping track of their loca�on, and assis�ng with

any incidents as required. As chaperone you should advise and help the team if they’re going significantly off-

route and help guide them back onto route. You should also make sure they’re abiding by the rules, especially

the requirement to contact us with their loca�on and ensuring this is correct. Whether you hang back and

follow from a small distance or walk with the group is up to you.

How far will teams have to walk?

The route each year varies, but is normally around 10 miles or 16km. There are also manned bases breaking

this up and teams have 7 hours to complete the walk. Many teams end up walking ‘off-route’ increasing this

distance. We are able to collect struggling teams.

What am I required to do as sec�on leader?

We don’t require leaders to do anything for the event other than coordinate your groups forms. We’d prefer

paperwork to be completed in advance and in that case teams may be dropped by a parent or others. You may

wish to chaperone one of your teams. We would welcome any leaders who could spare any �me on the day.

Can I enter a team of 3?

We have a minimum of 4 people per team to allow teams to deal with casualty situa�ons, this does include a

chaperone, e.g. a team of three guides and their leader is permi4ed. 

Can I bring my dog?

We do allow chaperones to bring their dog, however this event does involve a large amount of walking so

please be confident your dog is able to cope. Depending on the venue it may not be possible to bring the dog

inside at the beginning and end of the event.  Please also note this on the entry form as it will affect what

transport we send, it may be we ask the chaperone and dog to complete the walk in the event that we collect

their team. 

Can I park at the venue?

Facili�es vary at the start point each year and we’ll advise about this on confirming your entry �mes, even

when parking is available we may ask you to find parking elsewhere to leave access for event vehicles. Please

try not to block access to the venue while dropping off as event vehicles may require access to support other

teams.

Who can be a chaperone?

Anyone aged over 18 with a valid scou�ng or guiding DBS can chaperone a team. You must believe that person

is competent and able to chaperone the team. We are not able to provide chaperones for any team. We are

required to see evidence of the DBS check. We may permit two young leaders to act as chaperone for a team.

This should be discussed with the organizers. 

FORWARD Sat 29 Feb 2020

Cambridgeshire University Scout & Guide Club


