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A BRIEF HISTORY OF SCOUTING 
 

THE YOUNG BADEN-POWELL 

Scouting was started by a man called Robert Baden-Powell (or BP for short).  As 

a boy BP enjoyed the outdoors and spent many hours pretending to be a hunter 

or an Indian scout.  He also went on expeditions with his brothers, often 

exploring the coast of Great Britain by boat.  When they were not on the water, 

they were hiking in the countryside carrying everything they needed on their 

backs. 

 

THE SEIGE OF MAFEKING 

When BP left school he joined the British Army.  He travelled all over the world, 

serving in India and South Africa, while he was in South Africa during the Boer 

War, BP led the defence of a small town called Mafeking against the Boers.  The 

Boers, who were Dutch farmers that had settled in South Africa, outnumbered 

his men nine to one. 

 

THE BOYS OF MAFEKING 

BP defended Mafeking for seven months.  As there were so few soldiers, he 

asked for local boys to be messengers.  When help finally came, BP became a 

national hero in Britain for his great achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE RETURNING HERO 

On returning to Britain from South Africa, BP saw that, apart from sport, young 

people in Britain had very little to do.  BP remembered what he had learnt in 

Africa and decided to teach the boys in Britain those skills. 

 

BROWNSEA ISLAND 

To test his new methods, BP organised a camp for 20 boys on Brownsea Island, 

Dorset during the summer of 1907.  Over the course of a week, BP taught the 

boys exploring, camping, boating, life-saving and lots more activities, all of which 

Scouts still do today. 

 

 

Did you know ? 
 
The idea for the beads many Leaders wear around their necks came from 
a necklace originally belonging to Chief Dinizulu.  BP gave these beads to 
the first Leaders who completed their Leader Training.  Replicas of these 
beads have been awarded to Leaders ever since. 
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SCOUTING FOR BOYS 

After the camp BP wrote a book based on his experience in the Army and at 

Brownsea Island.  It was called Scouting for Boys. 

 

Thousands of boys all over the country bought the book and formed themselves 

into Patrols, taking part in the activities they had read about. 

 

The Patrols asked adults to become their leaders and so the Patrols formed 

Troops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE 

In 1920, the first World Scout Jamboree was held at Olympia in London.  At 

the Jamboree, Scouts from all over the world camped together.  The Scouts 

came from many difference countries and camped for eight nights.  At this 

Jamboree, BP was declared the first and only Chief Scout of the World. 

 

A HOME FOR SCOUTING 

In 1919, The Scout Association was given a large estate in Epping Forest called 

Gilwell Park.  Since then, it has been used as a campsite for young people and a 

training centre for Leaders.  To this day, Gilwell Park is known to Scouts all over 

the world as the Home of Scouting.  When BP was made a Baron in 1929, he 

chose to be known as Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell. 

 

WORLD SCOUTING 

Scouting spread quickly all over the world, and there are now over 28 million 

Scouts in more than 200 countries.  It is estimated that over 250 million people 

all over the world have been Scouts at one time or another.  Most Scouts have a 

Promise and many receive the same Membership Badge that you have or are 

about to receive. 

 

THE DEATH OF BADEN POWELL 

BP died in 1941 in Kenya.  On his death, Lord Somers became Chief Scout.  The 

present Chief Scout is Bear Grylls. 

 

 

Did you know ? 
Girls also wanted to enjoy the activities that Scouts were taking part in.  
The Guide Association, now Girlguiding UK, was formed in 1910, and was 
led for many years by Olave Baden-Powell, BP’s wife.  She later became 
the World Chief Guide. 


