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The Scout Membership Award   
 
 
To be invested as a Scout a young person must complete the requirements of the Scout 
Membership Award and make the Scout Promise in front of his/her fellow Scouts at their 
Investiture Ceremony.  
 
 
When a young person joins the Troop, regardless of whether he or she was a Cub Scout, the 
following requirements will need to be completed: 
 

• Show a general knowledge of the history and family of Scouts and Scouting 
around the world. 

 
• Know and understand the Scout Promise and Law and the rules of the Troop. 
 
• Know and understand the Scout Motto, Sign, Salute and Handshake. 
 
• Get to know the Troop. 
 

• Get to know other Members and Leaders in your Patrol and Troop. 
 

• Find out about the ceremonies and traditions in the Troop. 
 

• Find out about Patrol and Troop activities. 
 
• Know what to do at your Investiture. 

 
 
The Scout Law and Promise and the quiz about History of the Scout Movement will help with 
making a start on completing the requirements of the Scout Membership Award.  
 
 
Once a young person has completed these requirements, and when they feel ready to make 
their Promise, they can be invested.  
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THE SCOUT PROMISE 
There are several forms of The Scout Promise. We ask you to consider the Core Scout Promise 
(intended for Christian’s, Jews and Sikhs) and the Additional Alternative Version (for 
Humanists, Atheists and those with no faith).  

If you are Muslim, Hindu and / or a foreign resident there are further alternatives that you may 
wish to consider. Please ask a leader or see www.scouts.org.uk 

The Core Scout Promise Additional Alternative Version of the 
Promise:-(from 1 January 2014) 

On my honour,  
I promise that I will do my best 
to do my duty to God and to The Queen  
to help other people  
and to keep the Scout Law.  

On my honour, 
 I promise that I will do my best 
to uphold our Scout values, to do my duty to the Queen,  
to help other people  
and to keep the Scout Law. 

The decision as to which permitted form of the promise you use is yours but your parents / 
carers must be aware of the Promise you have chosen before your investiture ceremony.  

As a Scout you need to learn the Scout Promise and consider what it means to you by 
discussing it with you parents / carers and a Scout Leader, 

“ON MY HONOUR” means that this is a promise that you really mean to keep.  This is why 
you wait a while before being invested, so that you can be sure about what you are promising 
to do. 

Everyone tries to “DO THEIR BEST”.  As Scouts we include it in the Promise as a commitment 
to try our best in everything we do, at school, when playing games and, of course, at Scouts. 

What about “DUTY TO GOD”?  Well, have you ever thought about what your God wants of 
you?  God wants you to grow and to learn and to be fully alive.  In Scouts we grow and learn 
through the games we play and the activities we do together. 

How do we “UPHOLD OUR SCOUT VALUES” 

Integrity - We act with integrity; we are honest, trustworthy and loyal. 

Respect - We have self-respect and respect for others. 

Care - We support others and take care of the world in which we live. 

Belief - We explore our faiths, beliefs and attitudes. 

Cooperation - We make a positive difference; we cooperate with others and make friends. 

“DUTY TO THE QUEEN” is to show respect for our country.  As Scouts in the United 
Kingdom, we do our duty to the Queen because she is the Head of State.  We show this by 
saluting the Union Flag and also by obeying the laws of the United Kingdom. 

Scouts are always keen to “HELP OTHER PEOPLE”.  We can do this by working as a team to 
get jobs done and by using the skills that we have learnt so that we can help others to learn 
how to do new things themselves. 

And finally “TO KEEP THE SCOUT LAW”.  Well, let’s have a look at what the Scout Law 
means. 
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THE SCOUT LAW 
 

1 A Scout is to be 
trusted. 

 
 
 
2 A Scout is loyal. 
 
 
 
 
3 A Scout is friendly and 

considerate. 
 
 
4 A Scout belongs to 

the world-wide family 
of Scouts. 

 
 
5 A Scout has courage 

in all difficulties. 
 
 
 
6 A Scout makes good 

use of time and is 
careful of possessions 
and property. 

 
 
 
7 A Scout has self-

respect and respect 
for others. 

 
 
When Scouts say they will do something, they will.  
When people know they can trust you, they will 
start to ask you to do more important and 
interesting things. 
 
Loyalty means sticking to the side you have 
chosen.  Lots of people are loyal to football teams.  
In the same way, Scouts are loyal to their Troop 
and friends. 
 
We can make lots of friends by sharing and 
thinking about other people rather than ourselves. 
 
 
No matter where you go in the world, you will find 
other Scouts who share something in common 
with you.  They too will have made a Scout 
Promise. 
 
We have already talked about doing our best. By 
showing courage in all difficulties we are 
demonstrating that we will do our best, no matter 
what the situation. 
 
By making good use of our time, we often find 
that there is more time for fun and to be useful in 
our communities.  Scouts are also careful of 
possessions.  If we take care of things, they will 
last longer and we can get more enjoyment out of 
them. 
 
Scouts show self-respect by keeping fit and 
healthy and keeping smart. We show respect for 
others by respecting their property and opinions, 
even if we don’t agree with them.  Respect is 
important so that we can get along and work 
together. 
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SCOUTING TRADITIONS AND FACTS 
 
The Scout Motto is “BE PREPARED”  
 
Scout Sign and Salute 

BP chose the three finger sign and salute for Scouts to represent the three aspects of 
the Scout Promise: 
1 Honour God and the Queen 
2 Help Others 
3 Obey the Scout Law 

 
The Scout sign is made by holding your right hand at shoulder height in 
the position shown below left.  It is used whenever someone makes or 
renews their Scout Promise.  The circle between thumb and little finger 
represents the world-wide family of Scouting.  
 
The Scout salute is made by holding your right hand in the same 
position but with your first finger pointing to your right eyebrow (and 
your elbow out).  It is only used when in full uniform as a formal 
greeting or sign of respect eg when raising or lowering the Union flag. 

 
The Scout Handshake 

As we know Scouts across the world all greet each other with a left-handed handshake 
and that it is a sign of trust and friendship but why did and how did Baden Powell come 
to use it. 
 
The story goes that when BP entered the city of Kumasi, capital of the Ashanti he was 
met by their great Chief, King Dinizulu.  BP saluted him and offered his right hand as a 
sign of friendship, but the Chief transferred his shield from his left hand to his right 
which contained his spear and offered his left hand as a sign of friendship.  When asked 
why, he was told that by offering his left hand, traditionally used to hold a shield, he 
was showing his trust as without it he was left open to attack. 
 
Emblem 

The World emblem is white on a royal purple background.  In heraldry 
white or silver represents purity and royal purple denotes leadership 
and service. 
 
The symbol in the centre commonly known as the ‘fleur de lys’ is 
believed to be an ancient symbol known as the “Wind Rose” used for 
centuries before it was known as north on a compass.  So today as the 
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symbol continues to point the way for navigators all over the world, it points the way 
for all members of the Scout Movement. 
 
The three tips represent the three main parts of the Promise: 
 
 Duty to God and the Queen, Help other people, Keep the Scout Law 
 

The encircling rope symbolises the unity and family of the World Scout Movement. 
 
The reef knot which can’t be undone no matter how hard it is pulled is symbolic of the 
strength of Worldwide family of Scouts. 
 

The two five point stars stand for truth and knowledge.  The ten points representing 
the ten original Scout Laws, which were that a Scout is to be: 
 
 Honourable, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, 
 Cheerful, Thrifty and Clean. 
 
Patron Saint and Patron 

St George is the Patron Saint of Scouting chosen by BP due to the qualities he 
represents that reflect good Scouting:  responsibility, truthfulness, devotion to duty, a 
brave heart, a noble spirit and dedication to helping others. 
 

The Patron of the UK Scout Movement is Her Majesty the Queen. 
 

Freedom of the City 

Peterborough Scouts were the first in Britain to receive the Freedom of the City.  It was 
presented by the Mayor of Peterborough on 22 April 2007 at the St George’s Day 
celebrations in Peterborough Cathedral.  A copy of the Scroll can be seen in the 
entrance to the Scout HQ. 
 

Investiture Ceremony 

When you feel you are ready to become a Scout you should make sure that you know 
the Scout Promise and Law and then talk to a Leader and a time should be agreed for 
the ceremony to take place. 
 

At the Investiture you will be asked to place your left hand on the Scout flag (another 
symbol of Scout honour) and make the Scout sign with your right hand.  You will then 
be expected to make your Scout Promise for the first time.  All the other invested 
members will also make the Scout sign as they renew their Promise with you.   
 
This ceremony is your celebration of your entry into the Scout Troop.  Your parents are 
invited to attend and they are welcome to take photographs.  Either way it is a very 
special event and the memory of it will stay with you for a long time. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you as a new member of our Troop. 


